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Architect of the Georges P. Vanier Library on Loyola 
College campus is Fred Lebensold of the firm of Affleck, 
Desbarats, Dimakopoulos, Lebensold and Sise. This Montreal 
firm has been responsible for the design of many well known 
buildings across Canada. 


Polish-born and largely English-educated, Mr.Lebensold 
acted as partner-in-charge in designing the Place des 
Arts in Montreal and the Canadian Centre for the Performing 
Arts in Ottawa. His firm have also been responsible for 
designing the Centennial Building in Charlottetown and the 
Queen Elizabeth Theatre and the Play House in Vancouver as 
well as buildings presently in construction on the McGill 
campus. 


"Basic to the search for a design for a library on the 
Loyola campus", stated Mr. Lebensold,"was the desire to create 
a building that was contemporary but that would not compete with 
Older buildings among which the library must fit. Close 
attention had to be given to the scale, the material to be used 
and to enhancing the total quality of the campus. Straightforward 
and austere lines and material were selected - wood, concrete, 
brick - which when used in thoughtful combinations evoked a 
warm atmosphere conducive to concentration and study." 


Mr. Lebensold. pointed out that the building was constructed 
with eventual extension in mind. "Space has been left available 
and additions can be made without disturbing the full functioning 
of existing facilities. 


“It was designed to enclose the forecourt of Loyola 
campus and to flank, in a sympathetic way, the College 


chapel. 


"One hopes," he added, "that the campus, as it develops, will 
create many exciting interior spaces. These will provide 
feelings of repose and relaxation from busy surrounding city 
life. It may be necessary in future to build higher than 
presently existing buildings, but this can be done without 
being out of harmony with the tower quality of the administrative 


building. 


"I feel the library gives conclusive evidence of 
the ability to combine good contemporary design with the 
architecture of the past." 
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